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TO  WAIT  WITH  GOD 

This  quotation  from  The  South  African  Friend,  was 
sent  by  Margaret  D.  Webb  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting. 

If  our  united  worship  is  to  be  a time  of  real 
communion  with  the  Divine  Presence,  we  must 
have  practised  the  habit  of  unloading  our  daily 
cares  while  we  wait  for  the  inward  voice  . . . 
Nothing  can  really  take  the  place  of  this  daily 
waiting.  Because  it  is  so  easy,  it  becomes  hard 
to  be  strict  enough  with  ourselves  about  it.  Be- 
cause it  is  such  a simple  matter  to  wait  with 
God,  we  hurry  out  to  our  daily  tasks  without 
doing  it. 

The  way  in  wliich  we  can  help  a Meeting 
most  is  to  learn  God’s  will  for  us  and  to  study 
that  with  patience.  Only  so  will  our  Meeting  be- 
come like  one  body  fitly  compounded  together. 

— George  Lloyd  Hodgkin 


ARE  WE  MEETING  THE  COMMUNIST 
CHALLENGE  WITH  WISDOM? 

No  words,  no  description  can  take  the  place 
of  a unique,  first-hand  experience.  At  such  a 
time,  too,  the  old  words  and  oft-repeated  con- 
victions take  on  new  sharpness  and  clarity. 

In  December  I was  in  Warsaw,  Poland,  at 
the  15th  annual  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Women’s  International  Democratic  Federation 
invited,  not  as  a representative  of  any  or- 
ganization but  as  an  individual  member  of  the 
Religious  Society  of  Friends,  to  tell  something 
about  peace  activities  in  the  United  States. 
About  175  women  from  60  countries  were 
present,  either  from  Communist  regimes  or 
sympathetic  to  Communism.  I went  to  Warsaw 
because  I believe  we  must  find  ways  to  talk  to 
each  other,  and  because  I hoped  I might,  in  a 
small  way,  contribute  something  to  good  will 
and  mutual  understanding. 

I met  with  women  who  have  lived  with 
situations  which  most  of  us  know  about  only 
academically:  the  African  woman  who  had  seen 
her  father  being  tortured,  the  tiny  Japanese 
who  still  had  scars  from  the  barbed  wire  she 
was  pushed  into  during  protests  against  the 
U.S.-Japanese  Security  Treaty,  the  Cuban  wo- 
man who  knew  tlie  suffering  of  under-nourished 
children,  and  the  North  Koreans  who  were  bit- 
ter about  divided  families  in  a divided  nation. 
Almost  to  a woman,  the  conference  partici- 
pants blamed  “U.S.  imperialism”  for  a major 
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part  of  the  woes  of  the  world,  citing  especially 
military  pacts,  occupation  troops  and  economic 
exploitation. 

i saw  how  my  country,  rightly  or  wrongly, 
looked  to  many  eyes.  Let  me  add  quickly  that 
these  eyes  were  in  faces  you  would  like.  They 
were,  for  the  most  part,  loving  faces  and  if  they 
spoke  with  passion  about  the  ills  that  beset 
humanity,  they  were  also  quick  to  break  into 
a laugh  and  to  respond  with  real  warmth  to  a 
friendly  overture.  They  were  intelligent  wo- 
men: a judge  from  China,  a doctor  from  Swed- 
en, members  of  Parliament  in  India  and  Japan, 
a member  of  the  Presidium  in  Bulgaria,  a leader 
in  the  Cuban  revolution. 

The  Question 

There  is,  of  course,  no  question  that  a Com- 
munist challenge  exists.  Rather,  the  question 

is,  are  we  going  to  meet  it  with  our  best or 

our  worst?  Are  we  going  to  make  hard  de- 
mands upon  our  country  because  we  love  it 
and  want  it  to  act  with  greatness,  or  are  we 
going  to  close  our  eves  and  relegate  patriotism 
to  the  slogan-makers? 

How  then,  do  we  meet  the  Communist  chal- 
lenge  as  individuals  and  as  a nation? 

First,  as  individuals,  we  have  a basic  respon- 
sibility to  be  much  better  informed  and  to  be 
willing  to  readjust  our  ideas  to  a changing 
world.  We  need  more  than  vague  impressions, 
propaganda  or  stereotypes  about  Communists 
and  Communism.  We  need  background  for 
critical  and  factual  analysis;  this  includes  rec- 
ognizing the  positive  aspects  of  Communism, 
too,  if  for  noi  other  reason  than  it  is  to  our 
self-interest  to  do  so. 

A German  Friend,  who  knows  what  it  is 
to  live  with  both  Nazism  and  Communism  and 
to  remain  forthright  and  uncompromising,  de- 
clares: “In  order  to  understand  Communism, 
I believe  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  study  it 
more  seriously  than  peo]ile  in  the  Western 
world  usually  do.  We  tend  to  react  emotionally 
towards  the  unknown  and  sinister;  we  lose 
self-control  and  this  creates  the  basis  for  fear. 
Today,  it  is  a striking  fact  that  often  those 
people  who  are  the  farthest  away  from  Com- 
munism and  who  ha\'C  no  clear  knowledge  (d 

it,  fear  it  the  most.” 

Secoiiidlv,  W('  ha\'C  to  get  it  through  our 
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national  head  that  today’s  weapons  (for  that 
matter,  tomorrow’s  weapons,  too)  are  as  out- 
of-date  in  settling,  international  problems  as 
the  English  long-bow  of  the  14th  century.  Yet 
we  and  other  nations  spend  $320,000,000  ev- 
ery day  for  armaments.  What  kind  of  steward- 
ship is  this! 

What  is  the  real  nature  of  the  West’s  strug- 
gle with  Communism?  If  we  think  it  is  mili- 
tary, then  indeed  is  Mr.  Khruschchev  “going  to 
bury  us”;  we  will  have  devoted  our  genius  to 
those  things  which  the  people  of  the  world  fear 
and  cannot  use,  while  the  Communists  are 
pushing  across  new  frontiers  and  leaving  us 
behind  “in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  men.” 

In  many  countries,  people  see  for  themselves 
the  military  might  of  the  United  States  and 
view  with  suspicion  assistance  programs  that 
are  tied  into  the  military.  In  one  impoverished 
country,  at  least,  the  American  colony  is  called 
the  “golden  ghetto.”  Because  of  these  images, 
the  United  States  simply  must  do  an  about- 
face  in  many  matters. 

In  her  opening  address  at  the  Warsaw  Con- 
ference, Madame  Eugenie  Cotton  of  France, 
W.I.F.D.  president,  noted:  “The  triumph  of 
science  is  not  only  a triumph  of  Russia  and  the 
United  States,  but  a triumph  of  every  man 
who  is  the  brother  of  all  men.”  It  is  the  imper- 
ative of  our  times  that  science  be  used  for  the 
good  of  mankind  and  the  glory  of  God,  and 
not  for  the  ultimate  blasphemy  of  man’s  de- 
stmction. 

Thirdly,  it  is  essential  that  we  explore  every 
possible  way  to  rid  ourselves  of  fear.  Dr.  Ed- 
ward L.  Katzenbach,  Jr.,  of  the  Air  Force  Re- 
search Division,  recently  pointed  out  in  a 
lecture  at  Cal.  Tech.,  “Never  before  was  war 
so  futile  or  the  reasons  for  war  so  few,  yet 
never  before  was  fear  so  likely  to  be  the  trig- 
ger of  war.” 

If  we  are  to  step  out  of  the  confines  of  the 
cold  war  and  compete  with  Communism,  not 
in  arms  race,  but  in  doing  the  big  job  of  meet- 
ing world  needs,  then  we  must  be  motivated 
by  something  other  than  fear,  suspicion  and 
hatred. 

Occasionally,  a word  from  another  language 
expresses  a whole  ai'ea  of  thought  for  which 
there  is  no  single  word  in  the  English  language. 
Gandhi’s  Satijagmha  (Sat,  truth;  Agraha, 
firmness)  or  “holding  to  truth”  is  such  a word. 
The  Indians’  Abhaija  is  a similar  word  and 
psychologically  pertinent  to  the  problem  of 
fear:  “Freedom  from  fear,  abhaya  which  does 
not  shrink  from  danger,  a state  of  peace  and 
power.”  Both  words  combine  into  a good  defi- 
nition as  an  approach  to  world  problems  with 
imagination  and  joy  and  confidence. 


Man  and  nation  must  take  an  initiative  for 
new  goals  v/hich  are  distinguished  by  sheer 
goodness  and  genuine  caring  about  the  other 

fellow whoever  and  wherever  he  is.  Only 

within  this  framework  can  we  hope  to  find 
areas  of  mutual  self-interest,  success  in  nego- 
tiations and  reliable  political  settlements.  Who- 
ever despairs  of  man’s  goodness  has  no  faith 
in  the  evolutionary  process  in  which  change  is 
constantly  taking  place,  or  in  the  potential  of 
the  human  spirit  to  stretch  to  new  dimensions. 

Elinor  Ashkenazy 

Orange  Grove  Meeting 


SHELTERING  ONE'S  FAMILY 

Recently  a member  of  Santa  Monica  Meet- 
ing has  undertaken  to  build  a fallout  shelter 
in  his  backyard  for  protection  of  his  family  in 
the  event  of  thermo-nuclear  disaster.  This  ex- 
traordinary action  came  as  a surprise  and  was 
the  precipitation  of  concern  on  the  part  of 
many  at  the  Meeting.  Several  Friends  asked 
for  a clarification  of  his  action,  which  request 
was  met  with  an  eagerness  on  the  part  of  the 
initiator  of  the  project  to  discuss  the  think- 
ing that  led  to  the  action.  An  open  meeting 
of  Committee  on  Counsel  and  Oversight  was 
held.  The  spirit  of  the  meeting  was  friendly, 
and  there  ^vas  serious  searching  into  personal 
consciences  as  well  as  an  effort  to  clarify  the 
group  conscience  of  Friends,  in  so  far  as  this 
can  be  done.  Divergent  positions  regarding 
the  moral  or  practical  wisdom,  or  both,  of  civil 
defense  preparations  such  as  shelter-building 
were  made  clear  and  forceful. 

The  thinking  of  most  Friends  present  might 
be  summarized  as  follows: 

1)  A bomb  shelter  is  an  expression  of  hope- 
lessness and  Friends,  rather,  should  be  hope- 
ful of  peace. 

2)  A shelter  is  an  adaptation  to  war  while 
Friends’  actions  should  protest  war. 

3)  Friends  historically  have  not  sought  pro- 
tection from  an  enemy. 

4)  A backyard  shelter  is  a family-centered 
act  and  does  not  take  care  of  the  welfare  of 
all. 

5)  A bomb  shelter  has  practical  faults,  that 
is,  it  may  fail  to  give  protection. 

The  other  view  expressed  held  that: 

1)  The  sheltering  of  one’s  family  is  a simple, 
natural  act  appropriate  to  man. 

2)  Sheltering  is  a neutral  act.  It  is  neither 
an  act  of  war  nor  of  peace. 

3)  It  is  possible  to  be  committed  to  peace 
efforts  and  yet  to  view  the  trend  of  world  events 
without  optimism. 

4)  The  act  of  building  a shelter  may  have 
positive  witness  for  the  necessity  of  disarma- 
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merit  and  peaceful  solutions  if  one  makes  this 
witness  articulate. 

5)  One  may  adapt  pht/sically  to  the  events 
of  the  time  to  the  extent  of  not  rising  violence 
but  need  not  accept  these  events  philosophic- 
allij.  Indeed,  he  must  protest  the  state  of  the 
world  that  makes  shelters  necessary. 

It  was  felt  in  our  Meeting  that  this  discus- 
sion should  be  shared  with  others  in  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  since  it  is  concerned  with  an 
issue  we  are  facing  as  a Society  as  well  as  in- 
dividuals. 

—Betty  Smith,  Chairman, 
Counsel  and  Oversight, 

Santa  Monica  Meeting 


ATTUNED 

Heart  bent  earthward 
Pressed  to  the  pulse  of  it 
Expand 
Absorb 

The  sighs  of  things 
The  tears  of  things. 

These  crowd  not  out 

The  Joy 

But  heighten  it. 

And  sharply 
Sweeter  savored  are 
The  Smile  of  things. 

—Shirley  Tweed 

La  Jolla  Meeting. 

NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s  Interim  Committee  is  sched- 
uled to  meet  March  25  and  26,  at  the  Palo  Alto  Meet- 
ing House.  Monthly  Meetings  and  individual  Friends 
are  urged  to  send  items  of  business  and  great  con- 
cern, to  the  clerk  Harold  Carson,  Box  349,  Hough- 
ton, Wash. 

If  Monthly  Meetings  have  not  sent  in  the  names 

of  their  representatives,  please  do  so  at  once. 

* 

The  following  material  has  been  sent  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Arrangments  for  Yearly  Meeting,  1961,  and 
a much  frdler  report  will  be  available  in  the  next  issue 
of  the  Bulletin. 

Place  of  Yearly  Meeting,  1961 : Westmont  College, 
Santa  Barbara,  Calif. 

Time:  August  7 to  11,  1961. 

« tt  « 

In  order  to  help  Friends  save  regularly  for  their 
voluntary  UN  tax  gift.  Orange  Grove  Meeting  has 
established  a fund  in  a savings  bank  in  Pasadena, 
where  individuals  may  make  monthly  or  quarterly  de- 
posits. 

0 « # 

The  newsletter  of  Tacoma  Meeting  reports  a con- 
versation which  Stanley  Shaw  had  with  Robert 
Leach,  formerly  an  attendcr  at  University  Meeting,  and 
now  living  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  and  teaching  at  the 
International  School  there.  “He  told  us  some  inspir- 
ing things  about  becoming  a citizen  of  that  unique 
city.  You  don’t  just  live  there  for  a while  until 
citizensln'p  mbs  off  on  you.  You  make  application, 


and  you  must  come  up  with  some  reason  why  you 
think  you  are  deserving  of  such  an  honor,  for  that  is 
what  it  is.  Only  citizens  can  vote  and  hold  office. 
Only  persons  of  worth  and  achievement,  such  as  schol- 
arship, or  the  purpose  to  endow  a hospital  or  school, 
or  some  such  thing,  will  be  considered.”  The  news- 
letter suggests  we  might  learn  from  this;  “what  if  every 
Friend,  when  you  get  him  unwrapped,  could  be 
found  to  be  like  a Geneva  citizen— always  contribut- 
ing some  significant  effort  or  testimony  to  the  people 
of  his  time?” 

* * 

Applications  for  Quaker  Leadership  Grants  from  the 
Clement  and  Grace  Biddle  Foundation  are  now  being 
received  by  the  Friends  World  Committee,  152-A 
North  15th  Street,  Philadelphia  2,  Pa.  Grants  are 
available  for  a year’s  study  at  Pendle  Hill,  Wood- 
brooke  or  elsewhere,  in  preparation  for  a specific 
Quaker  position,  or  for  the  Summer  Study  Tour.  This 
year  the  latter  runs  from  lune  24  tO'  luly  23  and  covers 
visits  to  Richmond,  Indiana,  Washington,  D.  C.,  the 
United  Nations  in  New  York  and  the  three-week  Sum- 
mer School  at  Pendle  Hill.  Applications  should  be 
placed  with  the  committee  before  April  1st. 

* <t  » 

The  Education  Committee  is  exploring  the  experience 
of  our  Meetings  to  find  and  record  things  which 
have  really  helped  our  aliveness,  “the  vitality,  aware- 
ness and  depth  of  God’s  urges  for  each  of  us.”  These 
might  be  mental  or  physical  exercises  or  disciplines, 
music,  readings,  individual  or  group  activities.  The 
committee,  writes  its  chairman,  Alura  Dodd  ( Route  5, 
Box  621,  Everett,  Washngton),  “is  not  interested  in 
‘good  ideas’,  but  in  actual  experiences  where  God’s 

love  was  felt.” 

* « « 

Born:  on  December  14,  1960,  to  Bill  & Vivan 
Gehman  of  San  Fernando  Meeting,  a son  named  David 
Michael  Gehman. 

« « # 

Born:  on  December  2,  1960,  to  David  Dlana  Hy"- 
nard,  of  309  Rathburn  Rd.,  Toronto  18,  Canada,  for- 
merly of  Vancouver,  B.  C.,  Meeting,  a son  named 

Ralph  Hynard. 

o e « 

Died:  on  February  1,  1961,  at  Pomona  Valley  Hos- 
pital, Lewise  B.  Langston,  member  of  Claremont 
Monthly  Meeting.  Memorial  services  were  held  in 
Claremont  Community  Church,  Sunday,  Feb.  5,  1961. 

* * * 

Died:  on  December  13,  1960,  Grace  H.  Petersen, 
aged  86,  member  of  University  Meeting,  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington, following  a long  period  of  illness.  All  her  life 
she  was  active  in  social  service  work,  and  for  man>' 
years  she  was  one  of  the  mainstays  of  the  Clothing 
Committee  of  the  A.F.S.C.,  an  active  participant  in 
the  organization  of  Christian  Friends  for  Racial 
Equality,  and  in  the  Women’s  International  League  for 
Peace  and  Freedom.  The  following  is  a minute  of 
Plniversity  Monthly  Meeting: 

“Althongh  .she  requested  that  the  Meeting  hold  no 
special  memorial  service,  her  death  was  announced 
early  in  meeting  for  worship  and  our  minds  and  hearts 
turned  in  loving  appreciation  of  the  >'cars  wc  had 
been  pri\ilegcd  to  know  her  and  to  feel  her  active 
concern  for  the  members  of  the  Meeting  and  for  tlie 
whole  world.  A mes.sage  including  tlie  quotation  Irom 
Tliomas  Campbell,  ‘To  li\'c  in  the  hearts  wc  lca\'c  be- 
liind  is  not  to  die,’  seemed  an  appropriate  expression 
of  the  feelings  of  us  all.  Grace  Peter.s('u’s  iire.st-nci' 
among  us  will  be-  grt'atb'  missi'd.” 
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THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Bulletin  Committee:  Stephanie  Ullman,  chairman; 
Esther  C.  Richards,  editor;  Margarete  Coe,  James 
Estes,  Grace  Lawrence,  Betty  Jane  Beckham,  Made- 
leine Stephenson,  Jane  Webster. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Eriends  Bulletin,  2814  N.E.  27th 
Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon. 

PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 
OF  THE  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS 

Clerk:  Harold  Carson,  Box  349,  Houghton,  Wash.; 
Alternate  Clerk:  James  Dewees,  1928  W.  Mitchell 
Dr.,  Phoenix,  Ariz.;  Recording  Clerk:  Edwin  Mor- 
genroth,  2721  Fifth  Ave.,  Corona  Del  Mar,  Calif.; 
Reading  Clerk:  David  Bruner,  1603  Woodland  Dr., 
Stockton  7,  Calif.;  Statistical  Secretary:  Mildred 

Burck,  120  Vinyard  Dr.,  Corvallis,  Oreg.;  Treasurer: 
Robert  T.  Young,  234  E.  Colorado  Blvd.,  Pasadena, 
Calif.  Clerk  of  Young  Friends:  Bill  Bruff,  1111 
Wlritley  St.,  Whittier,  CaUf. 


GROWTH  INTO  GOODNESS 

The  San  Francisco  Meeting  Newsletter  presents  the 
following  quotation  from  Harold  Loukes’  Friends  and 
Their  Children,  page  26:  “We  start  from  an  affirma- 
tion of  a child’s  humanity:  not  a naive  behef  that  he 
is  born  good,  but  a belief  that  he  can  grow  into  good- 
ness, and  that  we  do  not  need  to  be  busy  all  the 
time  making  him  good.  The  metaphors  of  the  Hght 
and  the  seed  . . . are  not  an  assertion  of  the  simple 
goodness  of  humanity,  a doctrine  which  is  equally 
abhorrent  to  theology  and  to  psychology;  but  an  ex- 
pression of  the  belief  that  goodness  grows  from  within 
and  is  not  added  from  without,  that  Christian  truth 
is  seen  and  not  accepted  at  second-hand,  and  that 
grace  is  inward  and  spiritual.” 


AUSTRALIA  GENERAL  MEETING 

Tlie  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of  Canberra,  for 
the  first  time.  The  dates  were  January  19  to  24,  and 
the  regular  sessions  were  preceded  by  a two-day  sum- 
mer school  devoted  to  the  study  of  the  “Faith  and 
Practice  in  the  Experience  of  the  Society  of  Friends.” 
Before  that,  the  Young  Friends,  totalling  40  in  number. 


held  their  annual  camp  on  the  banks  of  the  Murrum- 
bidgee  River. 

With  a strong  feeling  of  spiritual  guidance,  the  Meet- 
ing decided  to  proceed  to  the  status  of  a Yearly 
Meeting  by  1964.  A suggested  name  was  “The  Society 
of  Friends  in  Australia,”  and  a committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  prepare  a book  on  procedures  suitable  for  our 
use. 

The  service  council,  which  was  set  up  in  1959,  decid- 
ed to  make  the  advancement  of  the  Australian  abori- 
gines one  of  its  major  concerns.  Support  has  been 
extended  to  a project  developed  by  Perth  Friends  at 
the  Allawah  Grove  native  settlement  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia. Friends  School  in  Hobart  reported  814  pupils, 
including  96  boarders.  The  meeting  reaffirmed  its 
opposition  to  capital  punishment,  abolished  in  two 
States,  but  still  in  use  in  the  other  States  and  in  the 
Commonwealth  Territories. 

Friends  felt  that  this  has  been  one  of  the  most  fruit- 
ful General  Meetings  for  several  years. 

— E.  Cyril  Care 

Perth  Monthly  Meeting,  Australia 

UNANSWERED  PRAYER? 

As  a baby  sitter  in  a non-Quaker  home,  I came  across 
an  incident  which  may  provide  an  answer  to  the  chal- 
lenge often  thrown  at  us.  “Why  are  prayers  not  an- 
swered?” 

Dee  had  gone  through  the  motions,  reciting  her  string 
of  “Bless  so  and  so”  in  a perfunctory  manner,  and  had 
jumped  into  bed. 

It  was  now  Lee’s  turn.  After  performing  the  routine 
duty,  she  turned  to  me,  kneeling  near  her,  and  whisper- 
ed, “Now  may  I say  what  I need?”  I nodded  vigorously. 
Lee  closed  her  eyes,  lifted  her  head  and  said:  “And, 
dear  God,  make  me  bowlegged!  Make  me  bowlegged, 
dear,  dear  God,  so  I can  ride  Pixy  better.  You  know— 
Pixy,  my  new  pony.  Make  me  bowlegged.  Amen!’ 

Was  any  prayer  ever  uttered  with  more  fervor?  It 
contained  Lee’s  whole  heart  and  faith,  “the  substance 
of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen.” 

1 still  catch  mself,  sometimes,  begging  for  a specific 
solution  of  a difficulty  intsead  of  surrendering  it  to 
Him,  awaiting,  like  Juliana  of  Norwich,  “a  better  time, 
or  more  grace,  or  a better  gift.” 

—Mara  Moser 

Orange  Grove  Meeting 
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